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Dfe Updates

‘This country has a proud history of musicmaking. Down the generations, music has enriched our national identity, 
our community and our economy. Music education is essential to safeguarding and extending the musical life of 
our country for generations to come. 
Excellent music education opens opportunities, but it is not simply a means to an end: it is also an end in itself. It 
gives children and young people an opportunity to express themselves, to explore their creativity, to work hard 
at something, persevere and shine. These experiences and achievements stay with them and shape their lives. 
That is why music is an essential part of a broad and ambitious curriculum for all pupils. It must not be the 
preserve of the privileged few. Music should be planned and taught as robustly as any other foundation 
curriculum subject, as exemplified in the Model Music Curriculum…’
‘We publish this refreshed plan, The Power of Music to Change Lives, with the clear ambition to level up musical 
opportunities for all children, regardless of circumstance, needs or geography... In our refreshed plan, which sets 
out our vision to 2030, we place a renewed emphasis on opportunities for all, from early years through to further 
and higher education and careers, with clear progression paths. We have the same high ambitions for children with 
special educational needs and disabilities as for every child, and the plan is clear that everyone must be able to 
participate.’

In June 2022 the government published ‘The power of music to change lives: A National Plan for Music Education.’ 
This plan builds on the Model Music Curriculum and provides clear information for schools about the expectations for 
music education from EYFS to KS4.



The plan sets out clearly that there is an expectation of high-quality music in schools. The idea 
is to help support more schools and teachers to improve their provision and deliver better 
outcomes. 

‘Music is a cornerstone of the broad and balanced education that every child should receive. It touches 
hearts and minds, it celebrates and challenges, and it connects us and moves us. 

In the same way that we teach children literacy and numeracy to prepare them for adult life, we must 
also give them the musical tools they need for a lifetime of music-making and enjoyment. 

For some, music will be the foundation of a career in one of the country’s most important and globally-
recognised industries. For others, it will provide experiences and skills which develop their creativity. 
For many, music will simply be a source of joy, comfort and companionship throughout their lives.’

The three goals of the NPME are as follows. 

1. All children and young people receive a high-quality music education in the early years and in schools.
2. All music educators work in partnership, with children and young people’s needs and interests at their heart. 
3. All children and young people with musical interests and talents have the opportunity to progress, including 
professionally.



Music in the Early Years Settings.
A strong foundation of music in the early 

years is vital for all children, but 

particularly for disadvantaged children or 

children with SEND. All early years 

providers are required to deliver an 

educational programme in Expressive Arts 

and Design as part of the early years 

foundation stage (EYFS) statutory 

framework, for children from birth to age 

five. 

By the end of the EYFS, children at the 

expected level of development should be 

able to: sing a range of well-known nursery 

rhymes and songs, perform songs, rhymes, 

poems and stories with others, and – when 

appropriate – try to move in time.



EYFS cont.



EYFS cont.



EYFS cont.
As well as classroom 
based music learning 
and exploration EYFS 
pupils also:

● Subscribe to Tiny 
Tweeties. An 
interactive music 
platform. 
● Enjoy sessions with 
music visitors who 
come into school.
● Enjoy parent 
workshops to get 
parents involved in 
music making, 
exploring sound and 
creating their own 
instruments. 
● Have opportunities 
to perform in front of 
live audiences.
● Attend weekly 
singing sessions with 
KS1.



A broad and balanced education.

New themes:
Musical Theatre
Rhythmic Chants
20th Century Classical
Action Songs
Rap Music
Traditional Songs
Sea Shanties

Salsa Music
Gospel
Habanera – Music of Spain
Islamic Songs
Jazz/Grove Music
Swing Music
1970s Soul
Keyboard Tuition
Ukulele Tuiton
Boom Whacker Tuition
Recorder Tuition
Ocarina Tuition
Glockenspiel Tuition

In KS1 and KS2 new planning is being rolled out on a termly basis. 



Music in KS1 and KS2.
Schools should aim high with their music 

provision, to embed and exceed the 

national curriculum and to support their 

pupils to realise their musical potential. 

A high-quality school music education 

consists of three distinct, but interlinked 

areas of provision. 

• Curriculum music, compulsory from key 

stages 1-3.

• Instrumental and vocal lessons, and 

ensemble membership. 

• Musical events and opportunities, such 

as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, 

and trips to professional concerts.

These three areas, which should be accessible to all pupils, build on 
each other, starting from a foundation set in curriculum music time, 
supporting progression through cocurricular learning, playing and 
creating, and enriching this with musical experiences.



KS1 and KS2 cont.

Our pupils have access to all of this!



KS1 and KS2 cont.

Our pupils have access to all of this!



KS1 and KS2 cont.



KS1 and KS2 cont.





Music Development Plan for RPS.

1. To renew planning for music to ensure all pupils receive 

a high-quality music provision. 
2. Ensure all pupils continue to enjoy enrichment opportunities 

relating to music through live performance, visits and 
visitors.

3. To ensure music technology is used effectively as a creative 
tool, and in enhancing teaching to make music more 
accessible and inclusive, allowing all children to reach their 
full potential, regardless of their ability.




