
Roald Dahl
Collaborative Learning Week – Music Ideas and resources.



Year 1 – Esio Trot

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HK4AjWpW0co

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7C6_B1xIoQ

Rhythmic play along activity to Tortoises- Carnival 
of the animals by Camille Saint-Seans
Play 1 note only on Glockenspiel.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR84Ayzcb9s

Tortoises played by a full orchestra – could teach 
about orchestra families.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HK4AjWpW0co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7C6_B1xIoQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fR84Ayzcb9s


Year 2 - BFG

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wnj9F_yd2Bc&list=PLrvYp
AsHJWsc3pyKnHLAX0tZjeLMFqOoy

Soundtrack of The BFG Movie. Orchestral written and 
conducted by John Williams. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qZfUSa63-Q

The Whizzpopper song – The BFG 1989

https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/books/the-bfg/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcC2GbgMyAQ

Sometimes secretly –
The BFG 1989

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wnj9F_yd2Bc&list=PLrvYpAsHJWsc3pyKnHLAX0tZjeLMFqOoy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4qZfUSa63-Q
https://www.teachingideas.co.uk/books/the-bfg/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcC2GbgMyAQ


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahMw9Tzdw5w

Meet the Brass – Lesson 2 – The trumpet

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hT1t2v_zHEk

Meet the Brass – Lesson 1 – How do Brass 
instruments work?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muRLKPhcfKg

How to make a trumpet

You will need: 
A toilet roll/kitchen roll tube
A bottle neck
Paper
Sticky tape

Year 2 - BFG

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ahMw9Tzdw5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hT1t2v_zHEk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muRLKPhcfKg


Year 3 – George’s Marvellous Medicine

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vdzuRBYGbk

Watch a snippet from a performance of G’sMM. 
Creating a witches brew – using a musical backing. 
(Watch up to 2 mins 20 sec.)
Discuss how the music adds to the performance.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3foTIHscfzs

Witches Brew – song to learn. Or use as a 
basis to back their own witches brew. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSsKFjYh-f8

Spooky witches brew backing track.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-vdzuRBYGbk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3foTIHscfzs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YSsKFjYh-f8


Year 4 – The Twits

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw43deEJiX4

A song based on The Twits – possibility to learn
Roly – Poly Bird Rhyming strings

Children create a verse to the Roly-Poly Bird’s 
rhyme. 
Structure: Line one: explains that there’s 
glue/sticky stuff on the tree 
Line two: warns birds not to land on the tree 
Line three: advises birds what to do 
Line four: outlines the consequences

Can children record their rhythms for each line 
and put it together to create a musical story?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rw43deEJiX4


Year 5 – Boy

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96JDkI2tBhI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6PXm34OBP8
Music based on Roald Dahl and growing up. 

Revolting Children

When I grow up

Naughty with lyrics

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96JDkI2tBhI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o6PXm34OBP8


Year 6 – Twisted Tales

https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/fantastic-
mr-dahl/

Classical music based on the music of Roald Dahl. 

Look at the impact of music on live and recorded 
performances. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NBWUyZWV6w

When I grow up keyboard play along 
– could be slowed down and learnt as 
a short piece. 

https://www.classical-music.com/features/articles/fantastic-mr-dahl/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5NBWUyZWV6w


https://www.careersinfilm.com/film-composer/

Careers in Music https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/z7bph
bk BBC Bitesize information on being a film 

composer

https://www.classicfm.com/
composers/williams/guides/j
ohn-williams-ten-best-
movie-soundtracks/

https://www.careersinfilm.com/film-composer/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z3dqhyc/articles/z7bphbk
https://www.classicfm.com/composers/williams/guides/john-williams-ten-best-movie-soundtracks/


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLf6h7pcFEQwo_a9r0D
Z6GdoY2QvfqMhdH

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLf6h7pcFEQwo_a9r0DZ6GdoY2QvfqMhdH

