
Rickleton Primary School Curriculum Vision

We aim to provide a creative, inclusive, challenging real-world curriculum relevant to the local and world-wide context of Rickleton Primary 

School today. Learning, built on the development of strong basic skills, will inspire deep knowledge and transferable skills which progress 

from each individual’s starting points.

We want to inspire curious and ambitious learners, with a passion for education, giving them a thirst for knowledge to become the 

innovators and problem solvers of the future. By immersing children in an environment which celebrates tolerance and equality, children 

will learn to communicate their thoughts and opinions in respectful ways.

At Rickleton Primary School, we believe that children thrive and build resilience in an environment which is safe, inclusive and supportive of 

their well-being. By providing this environment, we believe every child is able to achieve their best possible outcomes and feel celebrated 

for who they are. Our curriculum supports learners to be proud to achieve their potential academically, socially and emotionally whilst 

encouraging them to become ambitious life-long learners.
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READING



Intent, Implementation, Impact
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The phrase ‘intent, implementation, impact’ first came to light in 
2019 when the new Ofsted inspection framework was launched. The big 
shift in focus was away from inspectors attempting to judge the quality 
of teaching and learning by observing lessons. Instead, the focus is now 
on attempting to judge the quality of education a school provides by, at 
least in part, interrogating its curriculum and its impact on pupils.

“The intent of the curriculum is the content you expect children to 
learn”

“The implementation of the curriculum is concerned with how you 
realise your intentions”

“The impact of the curriculum lies in whether students have learnt the 
things you’ve taught them”

The next three slides set out how each subject in our curriculum is 
designed and delivered in order to support our children to be 
successful. It should be clear how what they do and achieve in one 
subject supports the overall vision for our pupils.
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Reading INTENT We INTEND our curriculum to be: 

Our intention is that the Reading curriculum at Rickleton will be 

creative and inspire our pupils to become passionate readers who 

have a thirst for knowledge and a determination to read more and 

know more.  Through an inclusive yet challenging curriculum, all 

children will develop strong basic skills from the very start and 

continue throughout their journey at Rickleton. These skills will 

support our children to become fluent, effective readers that are able 

to confidently transfer these skills to all other areas of their learning.

The range of texts used throughout the school are high-quality, 

vocabulary-rich and carefully chosen to support learners to become 

equality aware. Our Reading Spine celebrates diversity and allows all 

to thrive through an inclusive curriculum that leaves no pupil behind. 

We will provide a safe, supportive environment that enables children 

to be ambitious, respectful of others in the way they communicate 

and respond. Above all, providing pupils at Rickleton with the tools to 

be life-long learners.

Creative
In the way they discuss and debate. The style 

in which they read, taking account of 

expression and audience

Inclusive Open to all, any ability, any need, regardless of 

starting points, ability or background

Challenging
Aspirational texts, broadening vocabulary, 

range and breadth of texts. Genres covered.

Develop strong basic skills
Focussing on skills to build fluency and 

automaticity, strategies that pupils can use to 

enable them to be confident readers. 

Create transferable skills
Using basic skills and strategies to enable 

confident word recognition and fluency across 

all subjects. 

Curriculum Intent
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Reading IMPLEMENTATION Real-world Opportunities: Big ideas:

At Rickleton Primary School all classes from Year 2 follow a structured approach to reading 

activities. Through a structured whole class guided reading approach, basic skills are 

explicitly developed. By teachers modelling the application of reading skills, children are 

taught to understand and identify strategies to understand meaning and how to relate the 

text to themselves, previous reading experience and making them aware of the world 

around them. Pupils are challenged by having the opportunity to read with greater 

independence and apply their skills when responding to the wide range of domain 

questions/ activities. 

Vulnerable groups are subsequently highlighted, have adapted work within lessons and 

support staff are then used to support these groups further to ensure progression. They 

receive intervention in the form of project X code or specifically tailored reading 

intervention depending on the area they find challenging. 

Creative and rich reading opportunities are provided across the curriculum, exposing 

children to a wide range of genres, text types and activities providing context to their 

learning. Within the Rickleton Reading Spine, high quality texts and passages are chosen 

that carefully thread the wider curriculum subjects and are appropriate to the 

expectations of the year group or ability of the class ensuring sessions ambitious but 

inclusive, so no child is left behind and they build a thirst for knowledge. 

Class teachers ensure that pupils are reading books from a book band that is most 

appropriate to their reading ability. We encourage our pupils to read at home every day 

and ask parents to write in their children’s reading record. The expectation is that an adult 

listens to a pupil read their book at least once a week. To further promote a love of 

reading, we have the school library, that provides a wide range of reading materials and is 

accessed by the whole school. Each class has a timetabled slot and children have the 

opportunity to borrow books to take home. In the Early Years Foundation Stage, the library 

slot is used to share stories with peers and focuses on developing a love of reading but also 

respect for the reading materials that we have.

In addition, throughout the school year the importance of reading is celebrated through 

World Book Day, whole school reading events, termly buddy reading, parent reading 

workshops and a dedicated Rickleton Reading Team (community volunteers) who read 

weekly with targeted children. All this focuses on enriching and complementing children’s 

learning and allowing children to build fluency, confidence and be successful able readers.

World Book Day events are held each year providing 

pupils with the opportunity to celebrate and read a 

range of texts types. 

We hold wider school reading events such as Bring 

Back the Bedtime story to promote the love of 

reading with families.

Buddy Reading is used as a way of encouraging our 

older readers to use their reading skills to support 

younger children in a friendly environment.

Signage around school encourages awareness 

language around us

The Rickleton Reading Spine supports staff in 

exposing children to a wider range of fiction and 

non fiction.

Rickleton Reading Team are our community 

volunteers who provide further support for some of 

our more vulnerable pupils or for those children 

who find reading more challenging

The school library is a calm and warm environment 

that enables our pupils to immerse themselves in a 

wide variety of texts. Each class visits weekly and 

are able to take books home.

Author visits are provided to promote a love of 

literature and a wide variety of genres. 

Word reading – systematic 

phonics, learning GPC, developing 

skill of blending, sharing  high 

quality texts, developing fluency

Comprehension–drawing on 

linguistic knowledge and on 

knowledge of the world, read 

widely across a range of genres, 

develop a love of reading, 

increase pupils’ vocabulary, 

develop reading for pleasure 

Making strong curriculum links –

All pupils encouraged to read 

widely across both fiction and 

non-fiction to develop their 

knowledge of themselves and the 

world in which they live, to 

establish an appreciation and love 

of reading, and to gain knowledge 

across the curriculum.

Curriculum Implementation
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Reading IMPACT The IMPACT of our curriculum will create pupils who are:
Teachers continually assess children’s reading. Individual reading to a member 

of staff will be used to analyse children’s strengths and weaknesses and to 

plan future work and targets accordingly. Group and Guided reading tasks also 

provide assessment opportunities. Children’s attainment and progress is 

regularly monitored and reviewed through tests and teacher and support staff 

records. 

More importantly, we believe that reading is the key to unlock all learning and 

so the impact of our reading goes beyond the statutory assessments. We want 

reading to be the golden thread running through a child’s journey at Rickleton. 

When they leave us, we want pupils to possess the reading skills and love of 

literature which will help them to enjoy and access any aspects of learning 

they encounter in the future.

Monitoring in reading is important to ensure positive outcomes for pupils; 

that both coverage and progression are as they should be; and that standards 

are maintained and improved. This is carried out by the reading lead. And 

school senior leaders through lesson observations, work sampling, talking to 

staff/pupils, monitoring plans, analysing data, teacher evaluations and 

displays.

Each Term, teachers report their children’s attainment and can therefore 

identify where each pupil is either making progress from the last assessment 

point, or may need support in a particular area. Parents and children are kept 

informed of their child’s attainment (against ARE) and achievement (progress 

from last assessment points), as well as their child’s specific needs and 

successes and how they can help.

Governors are kept informed of data analysis, to check achievement in each 

year group and across the school e.g: at key points, such as KS1 and KS2 SATs, 

is where it should be. They are part of influencing the School Improvement 

Plan and the Reading Subject Leader action plan, which set out actions and 

success criteria for improving future provision and results.

Passionate
Discussion, book choices, informal chats and 

discussion with parents, dojo, book fair, WBD, 

National Poetry day, Reading challenge

Thirst for knowledge Library choices, discussion, clp, pupil voice

Respectful communicators
Discussion, debate, drama, CLP, Readers 

Theatre

Ambitious
Book choices, book fair, discussion, challenge 

in lessons (planning), book looks, learning 

walks.

Life- long learners
Book fair, use of reading for other uses

Curriculum Impact



An Aspirational Curriculum
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We feel passionately that our children aim high and have huge 
aspirations for their life ahead. As well as encouraging them to be 
successful in future studies and work, it is a vital tool for motivation 
and mental well-being.

We want our curriculum to open pupils’ eyes to the things to not just 
areas in which they feel successful, but also to develop an 
understanding of the things they enjoy doing. By using a clear focus 
on real world links and future career paths, children begin to open 
their eyes to future choices and opportunities from an early age.

Our Aspirational Concepts documents are designed to give children an 
understanding of what is needed to be successful in all subjects, as 
well as potential future opportunities linked to the subject. Simplified 
language for younger pupils means that children grow in their ability 
to articulate their aspirations for their future.
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Knowing More, Remembering More
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“Learning is defined as an alteration in long-
term memory. If nothing has been altered in 
long-term memory, nothing has been 
learned.” (Kirschner, Sweller and Clarke, 2006)

Learning happens when pupils make sense of 
ideas in relation to what they already 
know. When we talk about knowledge in the 
long-term memory, we often refer to this as 
Sticky learning. Sticky learning is effectively 
the knowledge that stays with us forever.

In order to allow our pupils’ knowledge to 
stick, subjects are planned progressively to 
return to topics, themes and concepts which 
children recognise and can build upon. We 
called these themes Golden Threads.
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Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

6



Industrial Revolution

Comprehension plus



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus



Spring 1 and 2

Comprehension plus



Inspirational Leaders

Comprehension plus



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

5



Autumn 1

Comprehension plus

5



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus

5



Spring 1

Comprehension plus

5



Spring 2

Comprehension plus

5



Summer 1

Comprehension plus

5



Summer 2

Comprehension plus

5



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

5



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

4



The Anglo Saxons

Comprehension plus

4



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus

4

The Nightmare Man



Spring 1

Comprehension plus

4



Spring 2

Comprehension plus

4



Summer 1

Comprehension plus

4



Summer 2

Comprehension plus

4



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

4



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

3



What are rocks and fossils?

Comprehension plus

3



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus

3



Spring 1

Comprehension plus

3



Spring 2

Comprehension plus

3



Summer 1

Comprehension plus

3



Summer 2

Comprehension plus

3



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

3



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

2



What are human needs?

Comprehension plus

2



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus

2



Spring 1

Comprehension plus

2



Spring 2

Comprehension plus

2



Summer 1

Comprehension plus

2



Summer 2

Comprehension plus

2



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

2



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

1



Autumn 1

Comprehension plus

1



Autumn 2

Comprehension plus

1



Spring 1

Comprehension plus

1



Spring 2

Comprehension plus

1



Summer 1

Comprehension plus

1



Summer 2

Comprehension plus

1



Class Readers

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3

1



Reading Spine

Rickleton Primary School

FS



Delicious!/ My pets and My FamilyFS



Autumn 2FS



Spring 1FS



Spring 2FS



Summer 1FS



Summer 2FS



Class Readers
FS

Plus a selection of books by:

• Julia Donaldson

• Shirley Hughes

• Beatrix Potter

• A selection of traditional tales and nursery 

rhymes


